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Mount Diablo from Curry Point before Morgan Fire
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highlights

opportunities

mdia board

I want to thank our board of directors 
for their valuable contributions, for 
none of our accomplishments could 
happen without them. I am pleased 
to introduce to you our newest board 
members, Dereck Love, Michael 
Marchiano, and Carol Lane, and to say 
farewell to one of our most dedicated 
members, Burt Bogardus, who retired 
from the board this year after so many 
years of incredible service to MDIA 
and the park. Although we have a full 
board of directors now, we always 
welcome an interest in participation 
on our board in the future.

The Morgan Fire has brought many 
challenges and opportunities for us 
to assist the park in its repair and 
restoration of facilities and interpretive 
needs for our visitors. We have begun 
to assist park staff in the repair of 
the many picnic areas and other 
structures damaged by the fire. Over 
a dozen trail posts and signs were 
either burned or damaged by fire 
equipment, and in many locations, 
trail paths were negatively affected 
and in need of restoration. Our ef-
forts to raise funds to replace dam-
aged items were rewarded with an 
overwhelming response from our 
membership and the public.

After many months of leak repair 
on the Summit observation deck, it 
reopened in time for an unusually 
warm winter and the throngs of 
visitors eager to view the vistas from 
its grand vantage point. We had 
taken this opportunity to remove the 
telescopes and completely rebuild 
them in time for the reopening. You 
will notice a completely new look 

for the telescopes that we hope will 
reduce the need for graffiti removal in 
the future.

A new Audible Mount Diablo audio 
tour for the Plants of Twin Peaks was 
released this year and will surely invite 
more visitors to explore and learn 
about the interesting and beautiful 
plants in this area.

In this annual report, you will read 
about the numerous ways MDIA 
supports Mount Diablo State Park 
and the many accomplishments that 
your membership and contributions 
allow us to make. If you have not 
already done so, please consider 
renewing your membership in MDIA. 
In addition, we are always looking for 
dedicated individuals to help with 
our organization’s operations. These 
opportunities include helping with 
membership activities, merchandising, 
publications, and public outreach. 
Thank you for your support, and 
please take some time to visit our 
beautiful Mount Diablo State Park.

Mount Diablo from Curry Point after Morgan Fire

Although the Morgan Fire of 
2013 burned over 3,000 acres of 
our beloved park, Mount Diablo 
Interpretive Association was there, 
ready to help in the restoration 
and repair efforts. We can thank 
our dedicated members for their 
volunteering and contributions to 
accomplish the many tasks needed 
both during and after the fire. This 
year we contributed more than ever 
to the park, and we will continue to 
strengthen our support in the coming 
year through our docent presence at 
the visitor centers, entrance stations, 
and roving throughout the park’s 
vast interior. Of course, MDIA could 
not have accomplished its objectives 
without the encouragement and 
support of the dedicated park staff.
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finances
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 24%  Donations • $46,605

 4%     Memberships • $8,110

 71%  Product Sales • $135,516

MDIA Sources
of Revenue

for 2013

 1%     Other • $1,430

donations
MDIA continues to be very strong
financially. A solid base of donations, 
membership support, and 
merchandise sales provides monies 
for ongoing park programs and new 
investments in Mount Diablo State 
Park. We reinvested most of our net 
2013 revenues back into the park.

Product sales increased due to release 
of the new trail map, the new Mount 
Diablo Guide, the special Mount 
Diablo Amgen bike race jersey, and 
increased wholesale revenues. We saw 
a dramatic jump in donations due to 
several large grants and giving for fire 
recovery and park repairs.

Our contributions to the park were 
nearly $72,000. This included 
contributions such as purchasing 
new equipment and tools, park 
staffing support, new publications 
and interpretive materials, and facility 
improvements and park maintenance.

An important note is that, during 
2013, 95% of our expenditures 
went to programs, investments, and 
other contributions consistent with 
the mission of MDIA. Only 5% was 
administrative expense.

The core donations funding the 
programs of MDIA come from 
individual contributors. Many of these 
are cash donations that individuals 
routinely make every year. This 
recurring support is critical to the 
operation of Mount Diablo State Park.

MDIA also receives funding from 
corporate sources, such as employee 
matching funds. During 2013, the 
following companies made donations 
to MDIA on behalf of their employees:  
Chevron, Wells Fargo, PG&E, Bank of 
America, Shell Oil, Tesoro, and Clorox. 
Another source of corporate support 
is the United Way of the Bay Area.

Major gifts help fund key initiatives 
each year. During 2013, our largest 
gift, $10,500, from the California State 
Parks Foundation, funded our Earth 
Day projects. The Brickyard C Fund at 
the East Bay Community Foundation 
awarded MDIA a grant of $5,000 to 
support the work of our docents and 
our internship program.  The Diablo 
Charity Foundation gave MDIA a 
$5,000 grant to fund our next Mount 
Diablo audio guide.

Other large donors during the year 
included the following:

Shelter, Inc. $1,500
Pacific Sports, LLC   1,000
Contra Costa Cycling Club      500
Diablo Arabian Horse
Association    500

In response to the Morgan Fire at the 
park, MDIA established a Restoration 
and Repair Fund to address fire 
recovery and a troubling backlog 
of deferred maintenance. That fund 
drive resulted in over $12,000 in 
designated donations, led by a 
$5,000 donation from the Malcolm 
and Sylvia Boyce Fund at the East Bay 
Community Foundation. Other key 
fund contributors were as follows:

Sharon Landwehr $1,000
Charla Gabert    500
Carol Lane    500
Dorothy Schramm    500
Saundra and Jack Tickner    500
Jack Wessman    500

Because MDIA is an all-volunteer 
nonprofit organization, almost 100% 
of these and all other donations go 
toward programs that support the 
state park.
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Investments • Education • Junior Ranger Program • Hikes

education and
junior ranger programinvestments hikes

In addition to helping fund ongoing 
programs, publications, and services, 
MDIA makes new investments every 
year. While MDIA does this every year, 
2013 was an exceptional year. During 
the past year, MDIA’s investments 
included the following:

• Renovation of the South Gate and 
North Gate entrance stations.

• Renovation of the Summit and 
South Gate restrooms.

• Renewal of the map kiosks 
throughout the Park.

• Replacement of trail signs, 
including those damaged during 
the Morgan Fire.

• Installation of new flooring in the 
Mitchell Canyon Visitor Center.

• Restoration of picnic tables 
damaged in the Morgan Fire.

• Release of a new audio guide 
about Mitchell Rock, Twin Peaks, 
and Eagle Peak.

• Funding the staffing at the Summit 
Visitor Center.

• Publication of the third edition of 
The Mount Diablo Guide.

• Publication of the seventh edition 
of the Mount Diablo  Trail Map.

• New fencing and other Earth Day 
projects.

• New interpretive teaching aids.

• Purchase of new volunteer 
equipment.

• Purchase of new signage and 
equipment for Park operations.

• Helping to host the Amgen Tour of 
California Bike Race.

• A summer student internship.

Every year, Mount Diablo State Park 
welcomes hundreds of students on 
school field trips. Volunteers from 
MDIA assist with hosting these school 
tours and other educational programs, 
such as scout outings. In 2014, MDIA 
will co-sponsor a program on the 
Morgan Fire with Lindsay Wildlife 
Museum.

MDIA continued in 2013 as the co-
sponsor of the Park’s Junior Ranger 
Program. This program, for kids 7 to 
12 years of age, includes a variety 
of offerings. The beginning Junior 
Ranger Program is a five-session 
program on topics such as geology, 
plants, animals, California Indians, 
prehistoric times, and the history 
of Mount Diablo. Participants earn 
weekly awards, a Junior Rangers 
Badge and Certificate at completion.

Junior Ranger II and other advanced 
programs focus on more in-depth, 
hands-on activities and more 
challenging hikes. For example, 
during 2013, we offered a new, more 
detailed program on the geology of 
Mount Diablo. Other programs during 
the past year included a hike through 
Pine Canyon, a hike up Donner 
Canyon, and Morgan Fire interpretive 
hikes.

Junior RangJunior Rangers •  Steve Elliott

In 2013, MDIA/Volunteers In Park 
(VIP) docents led 88 hikes, 8 Summit 
programs, and 3 campfire events 
in the park for the general public, 
students, and private groups. The 
hikes ranged from wildflower walks 
and geology tours to our popular 
summer night hikes. The tarantula 
treks started in mid-August, but they 
were interrupted by the Morgan Fire, 
which started on September 8. The 
Park was closed for one week, but we 
did manage to get in 36 of the hikes 
before we ended the season the last 
week of October.

Recognition should be given to Karen 
Barrett, Leslie Bartholic, Steve Beatty, 
Jim Bily, Burt Bogardus, Helen Cahill, 
Joyce Chin, Leslie Contreras, Sue 
Donecker, Laura Dubey, Christine 
Hagelin, Lucy Henderson, Jim 
Holmes, Ruth Ann Kishi, Ken Lavin, 
Michael Marchiano, Rich McDrew, 
Kathy McEwen, Larry McEwen, David 
Morris, Annis Pereya, Tony Pereya, 
Phil Reed, Jody Sherrand, Yulan Tong, 
Jake Van Akkeren, Debbie Walker, 
Liz Watson, Denise Wight, Mike 
Woodring and Clayton Worsdell. Our 
volunteers aren’t just the lifeblood, 
they are the organization.

Ken Lavin leads December hike
•  Liz Watson



internship
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In 2013, college 
student Krista 
Sawchuk spent three 
months working in 
the park as an MDIA 
summer intern. Under 
the supervision of  
board members, 
she experienced a 
variety of activities 
and opportunities 
available to volunteers 
in the park, including 
being a docent at the 

visitor centers and while roving the 
trails; assisting on hikes and leading 
a geology hike for Junior Rangers; 
installing replacement trail signage; 
working on trash removal projects; 
toiling in the Native Plant Garden; and 
creating a kid’s activity for the park’s 
Mount Diablo Review newsletter.

Student Intern
Krista Sawchuk

merchandising

The year 2013 was another excellent 
merchandising year for MDIA, 
producing record sales revenue for 
increased investment in Mount Diablo 
State Park, including these highlights:

• Introduced a unique Mount Diablo
 bike jersey for the Amgen Tour of 
 California bike race hosted at our
 park.

• Released the 7th edition Mount
 Diablo State Park Trail Map.

• Published the 3rd edition of
 The Mount Diablo Guide.

• Increased online and wholesale
 sales.

• Introduced several new clothing and
 park logo accessories.

• Hosted special merchandising
 events, such as book signings and
 the Amgen race.

In 2013, 37 wholesale invoices 
were created for 18 retailers, which 
included several retailers new to our 
wholesale channel. Our core retailers 
continue to be REI, American Cycling, 
Wild Birds Unlimited, and several local 
bookstores.

outreach and publicity

Internship • Merchandising • Outreach & Publicity • Park Docents

MDIA members visited various 
organizations, attended festivals, and 
spoke at meetings to introduce and 
represent MDIA to the surrounding 
community.

1/17: Mount Diablo Beacon talk, San 
Ramon Valley Historical Society, 
Danville (Burt Bogardus)

1/20: Mount Diablo talk, Solo Sierrans 
of the Sierra Club, Alameda 
(Rich McDrew)

1/26: Boy Scout event tabling, Diablo 
Valley College, Pleasant Hill 
(Burt Bogardus & Rich McDrew)

2/16: Boy Scout Eagle Court-of-
Honor, Danville (Burt Bogardus 
& Rich McDrew)

3/23-24:  Creekside Art Festival 
tabling, Clayton (Lisa Anich, 
Sue Donecker, Rich McDrew, & 
Keith Patterson)

4/27: Cleanup Day tabling, Clayton 
(Lisa Anich & Keith Patterson)

4/27-6/29:  MDIA and geocache 
exhibit and public talks, 
Museum of the San Ramon 
Valley, Danville (Rich McDrew & 
Mike Woodring)

5/8: Mount Diablo wildflower talk, 
Sierra Club Diablo Group, 
Walnut Creek (Yulan Tong)

5/14: Mount Diablo Trail Map talk, 
Rakestraw Books, Danville (Mike 
Woodring & Rich McDrew)

6/8: Borges Ranch Heritage Day 
tabling, Walnut Creek (Burt 
Bogardus & Rich McDrew)

6/11-30:  MDIA display as Community 
Partner for month of June, REI, 
Concord (Leslie Dawson & Rich 
McDrew)

9/10: Mountain Lore talk, Kiwanis 
Club, Walnut Creek (Rich 
McDrew)

MDIA members also provided press 
releases, reference material, and 
photos for various news articles to 
promote Mount Diablo State Park and 
MDIA’s efforts on behalf of the park.

park docents

Members of MDIA play an important 
role at the park as docents under the 
California State Parks’ Volunteers in 
Parks Program. Volunteer docents 
provide assistance to visitors at the 
Summit Visitor Center, at the Mitchell 
Canyon Visitor Center (MCVC), as 
roving docents on the trails, and as 
hike leaders.

During 2013, park docents 
volunteered thousands of hours 
and hosted nearly 9,500 visitors at 
the MCVC, a new record. Docents 
helped hundreds more visitors at 
the Summit and out on the trails, 
reported trail and park upkeep issues, 
and responded to visitors in need of 
assistance. They also hosted a variety 
of geology, tarantula, wildflower, 
summer evening, and family hikes, as 
well as offered a variety of interpretive 
presentations at the Summit Visitor 
Center and Live Oak Campground.

A small group of docents helped staff 
the park entrance stations where they 
collect park entrance fees and provide 
visitor information. In addition to the 
recurring volunteer activities, our park 
docents were key volunteers during 
2013 events in the park, such as the 
L’Etape du California bike ride, the 
Amgen Tour of California bike race, 
and the Morgan Fire.



MCVC • Native Plant Garden • Park Maintenance • Publications
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mitchell canyon
visitor center

Owned and operated by the state 
park, the Mitchell Canyon Visitor 
Center (MCVC) is the anchor of the 
Mitchell Canyon Staging Area, a key 
backcountry access point at the park 
for hiking, biking, and equestrian 
pursuits. The MCVC provides displays 
on park attractions, natural history, 
and other topics. It is the main source 
of hike information for many visitors.

MDIA is pleased to provide 
volunteers to staff the MCVC, 
create and upgrade the displays, 
manage merchandise sales, and 
provide regular housekeeping and 
maintenance. During 2013, MDIA 
purchased and installed new flooring, 
a weather station, and a flat screen 
monitor in the visitor center.

native plant garden

To help guide 
you through 
the Native 
Plant Garden 
adjacent to the 
Mitchell Canyon 
Visitor Center, 
park volunteers 
Dave Caniglia 
and Yulan Tong 
compiled a plant 

list, with accompanying map and 
illustrations by Mike Nelson. The free 
Mitchell Canyon Native Plant Garden 
Guide is available along the main path 
in the garden as well as in the visitor 
center.

A small group of volunteers planted 
26 new species in the form of 53 
potted plants one gallon or smaller. 
In addition, 14 other species of 
numerous seed lots were sown with 
seed collected in the summer with the 
help of MDIA’s student intern.

Chaparral Currant

A second large interpretive display 
panel, titled “Life Underground,” 
was installed relating to the diversity 
and magnitude of life in the soil and 
underground. Also, a redwood arbor 
was constructed over a garden bench 
by a crew of scouts and leaders.

maintenance
volunteer group

Maintenance Volunteers Spencer Fulweiler (left) 
and Steve Elliott  •  Carl Nielson

In 2013, the Maintenance Volunteer 
Group (MVG) continued to define its 
role and working relationship with the 
regular park maintenance staff. The 
MVG, a small group of docents with 
skills in construction and residential 
remodeling projects, defined its 
charter as “to address deferred 
maintenance projects that directly 
contribute to, and improve, our park 
visitors’ experience.”

We are mindful that Mount Diablo 
State Park is one of a very small 
number of state parks that has such a 
group, and that many of the structures 
the group works on have historic 
significance.

During 2013, the MVG completed 
restoration and rejuvenation of the 
following:

• The South Gate Entrance Station.

• The restroom used by park aides 
and volunteers at South Gate.

• The North Gate Entrance Station.

• The restrooms used by visitors near 
the Summit Visitor Center.

• Supported the Mitchell Canyon 
Visitor Center regarding the 
replacement of the vinyl floor.

The MVG was asked by park staff to 
aid in restoration projects following 
the September 2013 Morgan Fire. So 
far, the team has restored or rebuilt 
picnic tables in the Blue Oak, Oak 
Knoll, and Grapevine picnic areas. 
With more projects than volunteers, 
this nascent group is looking for 
others interested in this type of work 
and maybe learning a new skill. 
Volunteers are encouraged to apply 
online at MDIA.org.

publications

Early in 2013, the 7th edition of the 
Trail Map of Mount Diablo State 
Park was published with improved 
readability, updated trail paths, and a 
categorized index.

In the third quarter of 2013, the newly 
revised 3rd edition of The Mount 
Diablo Guide was released in time 
to be offered as a gift from MDIA in 
appreciation for donations to MDIA’s 
fire restoration fundraising campaign. 
With an engaging, informative 
narrative and full-color photos taken 
throughout the park to highlight its 
extraordinary beauty, this book was 
truly a collaborative effort by many 
MDIA contributors.

MDIA continued to publish the 
park’s complimentary Mount Diablo 
Review newsletter twice a year for 
park visitors and others interested in 
the park. MDIA also published the 
Mountain News in the spring and 
in the fall with articles of interest to 
the members of MDIA. Tapping into 
his wealth of knowledge of the park, 
Frank Valle-Riestra continued his 
series of “Frank’s Favorite Hikes” as 
a supplement to each issue of the 
Mountain News.



Trail Signage • Trash Removal & Habitat Restoration • Website 
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trail signage website

Most of Mount Diablo State Park’s 
original trail signs were installed over 
ten years ago, so another 100 trail 
signs were replaced as the original 
signs began to show their age. Fifteen 
additional trail posts and their twenty-
five signs were damaged during 
the Morgan Fire and required an 
emergency order to facilitate their 
repair. Trail posts were immediately 
replaced and the trail signs ordered. 
By early 2014, most of the repair 
should be completed.

trash removal
& habitat restoration

Over 14 years ago, MDIA volunteers 
along with Mount Diablo State Park 
management (Larry Ferri and Dave 
Matthews) initially identified and 
documented 113 Trash Removal
Project (TRP) cleanup sites in the park. 
We officially began work on those sites 
on May 20, 2001. To date, 78 sites
have been cleaned up and officially 
closed out.

In 2013, 583 volunteer hours were 
devoted to the TRP initiative in Mount 
Diablo State Park, for a total of 27,437 
hours since 2001. 

The TRP volunteers removed for 
recycling or reuse in the park the 
following (not including the countless 
trash bags of bottles, cans, paper, etc.):

Wood ................  145 board feet
Metal ................  3,615 pounds
Barbed wire ......  13,615 feet
Fence posts ......  175 posts
Tires ..................  38 tires
Cement .............  6,770 pounds

Wood ................  63,295 board feet
Metal ................  128,281 pounds
Barbed wire ......  1,113,466 feet
Fence posts ......  20,823 posts
Tires ..................  635 tires
Cement .............  32,036 pounds

in 2013

since 2001

MDIA's website, MDIA.org, 
continues to grow with timely 
announcements, new articles, 
new merchandise, and an 
improved events calendar. 
The State Parks staff 
frequently requests that 
MDIA post information 
and announcements on our home page, such as park road closures, winter 
weather warnings, and drought warnings, so that visitors come to the park 
fully prepared. The home page also has the latest information on major 
park activities, such as the State Parks’ 150th and MDIA's 40th anniversary 
celebration April 26-27 and the Amgen bike race on May 13.

As publications get updated and new park merchandise becomes available, 
the items are made available for purchase at the online store. MDIA members 
get a 10% discount on all purchases made online, just as they do at our 
visitor centers.

We developed a reservation system on our events calendar for our most 
popular hikes to ensure that visitors get the best hike experience with our 
knowledgeable hike leaders. 

Keep checking MDIA.org for the latest park and MDIA news.

• Celebrate MDIA's 40th anniversary and California State Parks’ 
150th anniversary April 26-27, featuring events such as family and 
mini-hikes, information booths, photography demos, etc.

• Provide volunteer resources and funding for fire restoration repair 
and deferred park maintenance projects, such as restoring and 
repainting the restrooms at Live Oak Campground, Macedo 
Ranch, Rock City, and Junction Campground

• Develop and publish a new Hiker’s Guide to Mount Diablo State Park
• Develop a new audio guide about Rock City and surrounding areas
• Continue funding the staffing at the Summit Visitor Center
• Contribute to the next phase of the Summit Visitor Center renovation
• Continue sponsoring a student intern during the summer
• Sponsor a docent in-service training program
• Assist the park in hosting the Amgen Tour of California bike race
• Develop new interpretive displays
• Fund Earth Day projects
• Update trail signage, as needed
• Purchase new equipment for the park, as needed
• Purchase volunteer supplies and equipment
• Lead newly developed fire recovery hikes and butterfly walks
• Create more plant diversity in the Native Plant Garden to fill the open spaces; 

develop a more efficient irrigation infrastructure; and attract more talent and 
participation

MDIA's 2014 Goals and Objectives
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Sam Smoker Mary Bowerman
Paul Carlson Betty Zilen
Howard Knight Ron Edwards
Joanne Dean Phil Gordon
Beverly Clemson William Bland
Frank Valle-Riestra John Werminski
Ed Earl

1974 MDIA Founding Members

Life Members

Thank you for your generosity and your commitment to
Mount Diablo State Park!

Judy Adler
Scott Anderson
Sheldon Berz
Aaron & Lenore Bezzerides
Burt Bogardus
Ron Castaldo Family
Allen & Lynda Chasnoff
Leslie Contreras
Daymond-Hanna Family
Jim DeKloe
Dinesh & Joy Desai
Fred & Sue Donecker
Steve Elliott
William Espey & Family
Sharyn Fernandez
Spencer & Rena Fulweiler
Glade Gaffney
Betty Gallagher
Jay-Marie Garcia
John Jeffrey Green
Claudia & Scott Hein
Mary Israel
Ken Jordan
Bob Justice
Judith Green Kelly
John Kinney
Sharon Landwehr
Carol Lane
Marjory Lee
Craig & Peggy Lyon
Michael Marchiano
Rich McDrew
Larry & Kathy McEwen
Ray Mengel
Nancy Miller
Jim Mitchell
Shirley Nootbaar
Tom Nootbaar
Dave Peck
Phil Reed
Brian Rubino
Barbara Sacks
Linda Sanford
Karl Schindheim
Jerry Schweickert
Deborah Green Seymour
Laurie Shapley
Richard & Sandra Smith
Sandor & Faye Straus
Steven Taylor
Brian & Carolyn Thiessen
Jim Thompson
Maria Tice
Tom Torlakson
Frank & Edith Valle-Riestra
Verne Van Vlear
Mike Woodring & Ruth Ann Kishi

Mount Diablo Interpretive Association

Mount Diablo Interpretive Association (MDIA) is a non-
profit, all-volunteer organization that assists the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation in maintaining and 
interpreting Mount Diablo State Park for its 700,000
annual visitors. MDIA works side by side with State Park 
staff to enhance the visitors’ experience and appreciation 
of the park.

2014 MDIA Board of Directors

Mike Woodring, President  2015
Rich McDrew, Vice President 2014
Sue Donecker, Secretary  2014
Steve Elliott, Treasurer  2014
Lisa Anich   2015
Leslie Contreras   2014
Leslie Dawson   2016
Carol Lane   2016
Ken Lavin   2016
Derek Love   2015
Ruth Ann Kishi   2015
Michael Marchiano  2015
Jim Mitchell   2014
Walter Moeller   2015
Maria Tice   2016
Liz Watson   2014

term expires

cover photo by mike woodring

As of the end of 2013, MDIA has 303 members:

 • 57 Lifetime memberships
 • 20 Contributing memberships
 • 44 Family memberships
 • 28 Individual memberships
 • 147 Senior memberships
 • 4 Student memberships
 • 3 Associate memberships

In 2013, 47 new members joined, and the
renewal rate was approximately 90%.

We thank you for your continued support
of MDIA and Mount Diablo State Park.

Membership


